
I have to admit, there are times 

when I feel like Jesusõ disciples, 

who, after that first Easter 

asked our risen Lord, òõLord, 

are you at this time going to 

restore the kingdom to Israel.õ 

[Jesus] said to them: ôIt is not 

for you to know the times or 

dates that Father has set by his 

own authority.  But you will re-

ceive power when the Holy 

Spirit comes on you; and you 

will be my witnesses in Jerusa-

lem, and in all Judea and 

Samaria, and to the ends of the 

earthõó  (Acts 1:6-8). 

As one who the Lord has given 

the vision for  the ministries of 

Catacombs and Merge, Iõm 

anxious to see everything come 

together at once.  Waiting 

seems unbearable at times. 

Yet, like those first disciples, I 

know that I donõt yet have the 

power to make things happen.  

The Spirit has to come and give 

the power when it is the time 

òset by [Godõs] own authority.ó  

God will put the puzzle pieces 

together when it is the right 

time for  the world to experi-

ence and see the full picture of 

what He has in store for Merge 

and Catacombs in Spencerville. 

How did the Early Church wait 

for that time?  Acts  1:14 notes 

that the disciples waited to-

gether in prayer.  Praying to-

gether laid the foundation of 

open hearts for the Spirit to 

move with power on Pentecost. 

On May 21, EA pastors and 

their spouses gathered in Spen-

cerville at the proposed store 

front facility for Catacombs and 

Merge.  The group spent time 

(Continued on page 3) 

Prayer and active waiting as God prepares the timing  for Merge 

Lights. Camera. Action.  Mission videos being shot for Catacombs 

The video cameras rolled on 

August 10 at Shawnee Alliance 

Church in Lima when Pastor 

Ron and Deanna shot the first 

of a series of mission testimo-

nial videos with Catacombs 

planning team member, Kris 

Browning , just days before he 

headed down to Huber Heights, 

OH to begin his new pastoral 

ministry position at  Fellowship 

Alliance Church. 

Kris was a helper at Catacombs 

while still attending  Spencer-

ville High School, serving the 

role of deejay.  He also played a 

role this past February in help-

ing to select the store front 

building that weõd like to secure 

for Catacombs and Merge. 

The videos will feature short 

segments of Catacombs alumni  

and former helpers talking 

about why Catacombs was im-
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 Lessons on Waiting Godõs Way 

Itõs all in Godõs timing.  God has 

His reasons for  making us wait. 

Perhaps to get us ready to more 

fully experience his power. 

Waiting involves  intentional time 

of prayer to stay focused on 

Godõs will and not our own! 

òLet us not become weary in 

doing good, for at the proper 

time we will  reap a harvest if we 

do not give upéó  (Galatians 6:9) 
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EA clergy gathered in Spencerville on May 21 for Merge prayer vigil. 



Pastor Ron has given a helping hand to 

Cross Community Church, Berne, IN dur-

ing July and August with pulpit supply as 

they experienced the retirement of their 

pastor, Rev. Randy Luther, due to illness. 

Pastor Ron will finish his work at Cross 

Community at the end of September. 

òItõs been a joy to help out a sister EA 

church in their time of need.ó notes Pas-

tor Ron who was able to give the mem-

bers of Cross Community Church sneak 

peaks at preaching style and use of multi

-media that will be at the heart of 

preaching and worship at Merge once we 

are finally able to open doors to public 

worship. 

Video footage of some of those sermons 

will soon be posted on Mergeõs website 

for your viewing.  Check them out. 

òI hope that my time at Cross helps to 

build some of the vital mission partner-

ship connections needed to get Merge 

and Catacombs off of the ground.ò  

Deanna will  give members of Cross 

Community a preview of some of the 

recipes that we hope to use for Mergeõs 

future coffee house ministry.  On Sept. 

26 she will be supplying the church with 

cinnamon rolls and bagels for their  

monthly continental  breakfast  held 

before  Sunday School and worship.  

They will be a yummy foretaste of what  

Merge will use  to connect with the pub-

lic on a daily basis in the future. 

Web ministry pivotal tool before and after launch 

Pastor Ron aids sister EA church in pastor transition 

You can currently  send prayer 

requests to Pastor Ron and 

Deanna,  find links to two excel-

lent daily devotionals (D365 

and Our Daily Bread),  study the 

Heidelberg Catechism, Apostles 

and Nicene Creeds,  and  jour-

ney on  an online  Prayer Path. 

In addition, you can read  cur-

rent a and past posts on Pastor 

Ronõs blog, Living Faith Outside 

of the Box,  find a copy of this 

newsletter,  and find links and 

updates  for  missionaries and 

local mission projects that 

Merge currently supports. 

The website also provides links 

to Mergeõs two Facebook com-

munities to help you build  

friendships right now. 

Once Catacombs and Merge 

launch to the public, it will be a 

hub for information  and more. 

While it may seem that  the 

launch of Merge and itõs teen 

outreach ministry, Catacombs, 

are a long way off (given our 

current financial  limitations),  

but the vision of Merge is an 

online reality through the pres-

ence of our church website 

mergewithjesus.org. 

The website provides a good 

overview of  Mergeõs vision for 

ministry and worship and the 

steps needed to help  launch 

Catacombs and Merge in the 

Spencerville community.  One 

can also take a virtual tour of 

the storefront facility that we 

hope will one day house the 

ministries of Merge. 

In addition to  giving a preview 

of what is on the horizon for 

Catacombs and Merge, once  

we open our doors to the public 

down the road, the website also  

offers friends of  Catacombs 

and Merge an offering of things 

to  help grow their faith and 

merge them with Jesus  right 

now. 

Learn more about  the vision of Merge 

online: www.mergewithjesus.org 
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& Fishes feeding ministry in 

Wapakoneta, while Church 

World Service will utilize the 

remaining 75% to help fight 

hunger in over 80 countries 

worldwide. 

The Spencerville food pantry 

could sure use the extra funds 

that the CROP Walk will provide 

given the greater numbers of 

local residents that utilize the 

food pantry, notes Pastor Ron, 

who also serves as the food 

pantry president.  Right now the 

food pantry has had to reduce 

the food vouchers it distributes 

to patrons to buy milk  and 

fresh meat and vegetables at 

Pastor Ron and Deanna are 

inviting friends of Merge and 

Catacombs to join them in tak-

ing  part in the  Spencerville 

Area CROP Hunger Walk on 

October 3rd, World Communion 

Sunday, at 2:00 pm starting  at 

Spencerville UCC. 

The Spencerville CROP Walk will 

be celebrating itõs 10th anniver-

sary of helping to fight hunger 

around the block and across 

the globe in Jesusõ name. Fif-

teen percent of the funds raised 

at the CROP Walk will benefit 

the Spencerville Community 

Samaritans food pantry, an-

other 10% will help the Loaves 

Top Hat Market because of tight 

financial resources. 

Friends of Merge and Cata-

combs whoõd like to take part in 

the CROP Walk can obtain 

sponsor envelopes from Pastor 

Ron (419-647-8123 or pastor-

ron@mergewithjesus.org) or 

click on the òRegister Todayó 

link on the CROP Walk page of 

our website to solicit donations 

from friends and family from 

around the country via email or 

Facebook.  There you can keep 

track daily at how much Merge 

and Catacombs  friends have 

been able to raise for the local 

CROP Hunger Walk. 

Merge to take part in Spencerville Area CROP Hunger Walk 

Since the May prayer vigil some 

doors have begun to open with 

some new networking connec-

tions currently under develop-

ment.    Also, new financial op-

portunities lay on the horizon. 

Yes, funding is slow and there is 

no way to open Catacombs on 

our proposed timeline, but Iõm 

constantly being reminded that 

Noah didnõt build the ark in just 

a few days and Abraham had to 

wait a long time to see the 

promised birth of Isaac.  What 

God wants to do in Spencerville 

is  important.  If it means wait-

ing on Godõs time for things to 

get under way, thatõs OK.  Itõs 

better to walk within Godõs will 

seeing the vision of what kind of 

ministries could take place in 

that location and then praying 

together  for the Spencerville 

community, that God might 

open financial doors to help 

launch Catacombs and Merge, 

and consecrating the place for 

the Lordõs use at the right time. 

EA churches attending the 

prayer vigil included Cross Com-

munity Church, Berne, IN, First 

Reformed Church, Bluffton, IN, 

Broadway Christian Church, 

Kimmel, IN and Immanuelõs 

Christian Church, New Bavaria, 

OH. 

(Continued from page 1) than ahead of it.  I am confident 

that God will open the right 

doors for Merge and Catacombs 

to become a reality.  He wants 

to use them to merge lives with 

Jesus for His glory. 

As Galatians 6:9-10 states,  

òLet us not become weary in 

doing good, for at the proper 

time we will  reap a harvest if 

we do not give upéó  Those 

words were true when He re-

vealed them to me last Septem-

ber at the EA Convocation and 

they continue to guide our Plan-

ning Team as we await Godõs 

timing for Merge.  Continue to 

hold us and this important vi-

sion of ministry in your prayers!  

òI am confident that God 

will open the right doors 

for Merge and Catacombs 

to become a reality.  He 

wants to use them to 

merge lives with Jesus...ó 

Prayer and active waiting as God prepares the timing for Merge 

Get more info on the Spencerville Area 

CROP Hunger Walk online: 

www.mergewithjesus.org/CROPWalk 

Prayer and praise updates... 

Matt Hook has  completed a 

year of active duty in  the Army.  

He is currently stationed at Fort 

Knox in Kentucky 

and is preparing to 

be deployed over 

seas next year.  

Matt keeps in regu-

lar contact with Pastor Ron via 

Facebook, offering his opinions 

on Catacombs planning, etc.  

Continue to keep Matt and his 

parents in your prayers. 

Jaina Sapp remains cancer free 

for over nine months now.  Her 

last check up once again 

showed no signs of cancer!  

Praise God!  Jaina was in our 

prayers for some time.  She is 

the daughter of Pas-

tor Pete Sapp of our 

sister EA church, 

Trinity Reformed 

Church in PA. 



Drama team cancels August outreach event, to reschedule 

Hereõs a update from In The 

Fatherõs Hand Childrenõs Home 

in Port-de-Paix, Haiti that is a 

Global Impact Partner for 

Merge.  Cindy Lashbrook writes: 

òIt has been 6 very long and 

difficult months since the earth-

quakes in Haiti. We've been 

looking at all that has hap-

pened since then and tried 

listing the many things that 

have been accomplished. It is 

truly amazing how Father has 

taken such an awful thing... and 

made so much good come out 

of it. Here are just some of the 

things we have to be so thank-

ful for:  

We had to close the church 

building but were able to 

buy a new piece of land 

and put in a brand new 

steel building from the 

foundation up providing a 

wonderful temporary home 

for the church and school 

till a new building can be 

built.  

Repairs were made to the 

boys home and main 

house on the mission com-

pound.  We had to remove 

the babies and the girls 

from the Creche home 

because of unsafe condi-

tions but we were able to 

rent another house for 

them.  

We were chosen to be the 

Port for Aid coming in and 

were able to provide secu-

rity for the airport, man-

age the arrival of and 

disbursement of around 

21 tons of supplies andé.  

Though we had to rent a 

truck for the first month 

we have since been able 

to purchase a new truck 

to haul people and sup-

plies. 

 Finished construction on 

garage with attached 

storage area and upstairs 

living quarters for interns 

* Were able to pay the 

shipping and customs 

charges for incoming 

crates totally over 

$30,000  

 Started work in Port au 

Prince to feed a commu-

nity of about 500 people 

and helped them get a 

pure water system in 

place for a business. We 

are still supplying this 

community with many 

forms of assistance.  

Have provided food, 

clothing and other forms 

of assistance to hun-

dreds of refugees at our 

mission . 

Have taken in many new 

children and are continu-

ing to provide for nearly 

100 children living in our 

mission homes. That is 

an awfully lot to be thank-

ful wouldn't you say? 

Global Impact Partner rebuilds after Haiti earthquake  
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Cindy & Keith Lashbrook (center)  and their 

family 

Children  involved in Lashbrook ministry celebrate the completion 

of the new, temporary church/school complex at the mission. 

OnceDeadTwiceBorn, a drama 

team from Bethel-St. Paul 

Church, Louisville, KY ended up 

having to cancel a planned 

community-wide outreach per-

formance here in Spencerville, 

on August 21 due to an unfore-

seen scheduling conflict. 

We are currently  working with 

the drama teamõs coach, Lew 

Newton, to see if  the drama 

team can reschedule their per-

formance in Spencerville for 

sometime in 2011. 

Lew noted at the EA Mid West 

Regional Gathering in May that 

heõd like to see the drama 

team help Merge with an out-

reach event and let folks from 

his church learn more about 

Catacombs so they might possi-

bly export the idea to the Louis-

ville area. 



be distributed around the area 

and to other churches in an 

attempt to raise more funds to 

make the down payment 

needed to secure the store 

front property for Merge and 

Catacombs in downtown Spen-

cerville. 

In addition, Pastor Ron hopes to 

begin shooting short message 

videos that will be used to help 

share the vision and mission of 

what it means to òmerge with 

Jesusó  which will also be used 

portant to their lives and for 

area teens and why the ministry 

needs to be re-started in the 

Spencerville community. 

The video testimonials will be 

used on Facebook, YouTube 

and the Catacombs website to 

help promote the vision of Cata-

combs around the internet.   

Pastor Ron also intends to com-

pile the segments into  fund-

raising mission DVDs that will 

(Continued from page 1) for online  circulation. 

You can view Krisõ message to 

the world on  the Catacombs 

website: 

www.catacombsonline.org  

If youõd like to take part in a 

video shoot or know of some-

one we should interview, feel 

free to contact Pastor Ron at 

pastorron@mergewithjesus.org 

or call  419-647-8123 

Watch for a Catacombs video 

coming to Facebook near you.  

Lights. Camera. Action. Mission videos being shot for Catacombs 

Kris Browning 

Even though Catacombs and 

Merge are still in embryonic 

development, Pastor Ron and 

Deanna  have been represent-

ing Merge in helping make a 

national impact within the Evan-

gelical Association. 

Deanna and Pastor Ron were 

once again asked to co-edit the 

2010-2011 edition of  the EAõs 

Desk Calendar.  This national 

publication is distributed to EA 

pastors, worship leaders, mis-

sion committees and church 

council leaders around the 

country. 

On August 1, Pastor Ron and 

Deanna hosted a photo shoot 

for the calendarõs cover featur-

ing members of Cross Commu-

nity Church, Berne, IN who 

posed with cardboard signs to 

depict the theme for this yearõs 

EA National Convocation. 

The theme, òNot Ashamed!ó is 

based on Romans 1:16 ,  òI am 

not ashamed of the gospel of 

Jesus Christ.ó 

The desk calendar will be re-

leased to the public at the Evan-

gelical Associationõs  National 

Convocation, Sept. 17-19 at St. 

Thomas Church in Berneville, 

PA. 

In addition, Pastor Ron was also 

asked to design the logo for 

Convocation which is pictured 

at right.   The logo was featured 

on Convocation publicity mail-

ings and on the EA website: 

www.evangelicalassociation.org 

Pastor Ron continues to serve on 

the EAõs national web ministry 

team and helps maintain itõs offi-

cial website. 

We are grateful that Merge is able 

to make help make a national 

impact within the Evangelical 

Association even before it  offi-

cially gets off the ground. 
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Merge pastoral family continues to help EA make an impact 

Logo for the EAõs 2010 National Convocation 

designed  by Pastor Ron. 

This is one of the photos taken in Berne, IN for the EA  Calendar. 


